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William Thomas Dartnell, VC (6 April 1885 — 3 September 1915), also
known as Wilbur Taylor Dartnell, was an Australian-born soldier, actor and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross, the highest award for gallantry in the face of the
enemy that can be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. Born in
Melbourne, he served in the Second Boer War as a teenager and later in the
Bambatha Rebellion of 1906. He married, managed his own business and worked
as a professional actor before immigrating to South Africa in 1912 or 1913.
Dartnell offered his services to the British Army on the outbreak of the First World
War, and was commissioned into the 25th (Frontiersmen) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers
in February 1915. He fought in the East African Campaign and was mentioned in
despatches for the Battle of Bukoba, where he had stormed the German-held town
hall, pulled down the German flag and replaced it with the Union Jack. On 3

. September 1915, after his company had been ambushed and despite being
wounded, Dartnell voluntarily stayed behind in an attempt to save the lives of
wounded men as the remainder of the British force retired from the scene.
Dartnell was killed in the attempt, but in recognition of his determination and
sacrifice he was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross.

Early life; William Thomas Dartnell was born in the Melbourne suburb of Collingwood on 6 April 1885 to Henry Dartnell, an
English-born fruiterer, and his Australian wife Rose Ann (née Hanley). He was brought up in Melbourne and, after leaving
school, became an actor. In 1900, at the age of 15, Dartnell joined the Victorian Mounted Rifles, a part-time colonial militia
unit. The regiment was mobilised as the 5th Victorian (Mounted Rifles) Contingent in early 1901 for service in the Second
Boer War, and embarked for South Africa on 15 February. Arriving in Port Elizabeth the following month, Dartnell saw
service in the Cape Colony and Orange Free State over the next twelve months and was wounded on 6 April—his 16th
birthday. The Mounted Rifles returned to Australia in March 1902, and Dartnell was demobilised soon thereafter. He later
returned to South Africa, and served as part of Royston's Horse during the Bambatha Rebellion in Natal in 1906. For his
service in these two campaigns Dartnell was issued the Queen's South Africa Medal with "Cape Colony" and "Orange Free
State" clasps, the King's South Africa Medal with the clasps "South Africa 1901" and "South Africa 1902", and the Natal
Native Rebellion Medal with "1906" clasp. After he returned to Australia, Dartnell married Elizabeth Edith Smyth on 15 April
1907 at Holt's Matrimonial Agency on Queen Street, Melbourne. They settled in Fitzroy, and had a daughter in 1908. Little is
known about Dartnell's life over the next few years, though it is thought that he managed his own business and worked as
an actor until 1912 or 1913, when he again departed for South Africa. Elizabeth and their daughter remained in Victoria,
while Dartnell established himself in East London, a coastal city in the Cape Province. He found employment with the
Standard Printing Company, and was a regular contributor to their Saturday newspaper, the Weekly Standard. During this
period, he started using the name Wilbur Taylor Dartnell and, according to historian Gerald Gliddon, became engaged to
another woman, a Mabel Evans.

First World War; After the outbreak of the First World War, Dartnell organised and chaired a meeting of Australians in East
London who were willing to serve the British Empire. He cabled the War Office with a list of interested names (including his
own), offered their services and requested passage to England in order to enlist. The request was evidently approved, as the
group embarked for Britain in late September 1914. Using his assumed name, Dartnell joined the Legion of Frontiersmen
and was subsequently commissioned as a temporary second lieutenant in the 25th (Frontiersmen) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers
on 12 February 1915. As the "Frontiersmen" designation may suggest, the 25th Battalion "included men of various ages and
with strange experience from all quarters of the globe", according to the regimental history. The battalion had been
specifically raised to operate from British East Africa against Germany's neighbouring colonial possessions, and was
reputedly the only British unit "sent on active service during the war without preliminary training". The 25th embarked from
Plymouth for Mombasa on 10 April, less than two months after it had been raised. Dartnell had spent the intervening time
stationed in Swaythling, and had made a number of trips to Belgium ferrying drafts of artillery horses to the Western Front.
The 25th Battalion arrived in Mombasa on 4 May, and was immediately dispatched to Kajiado to defend the local section of
the Uganda Railway from German raiding parties. Being a strategic rail line, it had been subject to frequent guerrilla-style
attacks since the declaration of war. In June, Dartnell took part in the attack on the German fort and wireless station at
Bukoba; the base for German raids on the Ugandan frontier. The assault party, numbering approximately 400, had had to
sail across Lake Victoria and scale a "cliff-like incline" before they reached the outskirts of Bukoba to commence their attack
on 21 June. The British and German forces wrested for control of the town for two days before the raiding party was able to
seize the wireless station and town hall. In the final assault, Dartnell had been the first to enter the German-held town hall,
and had hauled down the German flag to replace it with the Union Jack. Dartnell's actions were later recognised with a
mention in despatches. He was also reportedly recommended for the Distinguished Service Order for his performance in the
battle, but this was not awarded. He was, however, promoted to temporary lieutenant on 25 July.
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Victoria Cross; Dartnell's determination and sacrifice during his last battle was
posthumously recognised with the award of the Victoria Cross (VC). The
announcement and accompanying citation for the medal was published in a
supplement to the London Gazette on 23 December 1915, reading:

War Office, 23rd December 1915.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously pleased to award the Victoria Cross to the
undermentioned Officers: —

Temporary Lieutenant Wilbur Dartnell, late 25th (Service) Battalion (Frontiersmen), The
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

For most conspicuous bravery near Maktau (East Africa) on 3rd September, 1915.
During a mounted infantry engagement the enemy got within a few yards of our men, and it was found impossible to get the more severely
wounded away. Lieutenant Dartnell, who was himself being carried away wounded in the leg, seeing the situation, and knowing that the
enemy's black troops murdered the wounded, insisted on being left behind in the hopes of being able to save the lives of the other
wounded men. He gave his own life in the gallant attempt to save others.

Dartnell was one of four personnel to receive the VC in the East African Campaign. He and seven of the other British troops
killed in the ambush were initially buried at Maktau Military Cemetery, but were later reinterred in the Commonwealth War
Grave Cemetery at Voi. His military effects were sold off in October and the proceeds sent to his fiancée Mabel, whom
Dartnell had named in his will. But the funds were later claimed by his widow. Elizabeth Dartnell received her husband's VC
from Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson, the Governor-General of Australia, in a private ceremony at Government House,
Melbourne on 7 October 1916. Sir Arthur Stanley, the Governor of Victoria, and Sir Edmund Barton, a justice of the High
Court and a former Prime Minister of Australia, were also in attendance. Elizabeth, who was living with her daughter in the
Melbourne suburb of Murrumbeena at the time, later named her house "Maktau" after the place of her husband's actions
and death, and was later invited to the VC centenary celebrations in London in 1956. Dartnell's status as a professional actor
was not forgotten. Several newspaper reports after his death postulated whether his VC was the first awarded to an actor,
and he is commemorated on a plague in the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. Dartnell Street in Canberra is also named for him,
while the German flag he captured at Bukoba is in the collection of the Royal Fusiliers headquarters in London. In 1981
Dartnell's VC and other medals were sold at a Sotheby's auction to Spink & Son for A$24,000. The auction house held the
medals for little more than two years before auctioning them off again in 1983 for A$36,000. The buyer donated the set to
the Australian War Memorial, where they are displayed in the Hall of Valour.

Type - Cadet rifle Rifle, Number 8 (commonly referred to as the "Number 8 Rifle" or the
Place o,f origin United Kingdom "Number 8 Cadet Rifle") is a bolt-action .22 calibre version of the Lee—Enfield rifle
In service late 1940s — 2018 . . . . .
. . designed for British Army target shooting. They are simple single-shot, hand-fed
United Kingdom

British Army as well as Cadet rifles and were originally designed to be used by military marksmen firing in

Used by cadets ACF CCF SCC civilian competitions. The Number 8 is no longer used by the British cadet services
ATC as a basic target rifle, replaced by the L144 and air rifles. Some examples are in
NP ll?{gcyt?r?i?il;:ﬁziley . civilian ownership Worldwid.e, especially following the di.sposal by the New
BSA Ltd, Shirley Zealand cadet forces of their Number 8 and Number 9 rifles at auction.
Produced 1947-1953 Sight types; Typically fired at a range of 25 yd (23 m), the rear sight can be
Variants Match (prototypes adjusted to allow fire at 50 and 100 yd (46 and 91 m). A harmonization setting is
only), Infantry also provided for firing at specially designed targets. The No 8 can also be fitted
Lo o i“.(l‘o" fi) with two types of sight. The more common leaf sight, allowing adjustment for
Barrel length 23.2 m.(0.59 m) elevation only, is simpler to use and more robust, but the standard of accuracy
Action l]}:;(lle;:,ﬁ?ig,;l?sﬁzltt’ that can be achieved with this sight is lower than can be achieved with the Parker

Muzzle velocity 330 m/s (1,100 ft/s) Hale PH5D sight, which allows for windage adjustment as well as elevation, in 1/4
minute-of-angle clicks. It is also more delicate than the leaf-sight and not

Feed system Single shot — bolt action . . . .
y & generally found in cadet service. The Parker-Hale 8/53 sight adaptor unit can also
Blade foresight, be fitted to the leaf rear sight, providing windage adjustment without the removal
aperture rearsight, . C b .
Sights et (e (s of the |ssu§d sighting system. It scr.ews Qn through the S|ght aperture and .
between 25yds and therefore introduces a large elevation difference, rendering the range markings
100yds on the sight useless.

Replacement; In 2014 the replacement contract for the rifle was put out to
tender. In 2016 it was announced that a modified version of the Savage Arms FVT had been chosen for this role, entering
service as the "L144 A1 Cadet Small Bore Target Rifle (CSBTR)".

T e
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FOOTNOTE IN HISTORY ; Battle of Wireless Ridge

was an engagement of the Falklands War which took place on the
night from 13 to 14 June 1982, between British and Argentine forces
during the advance towards the Argentine-occupied capital of the
Falkland Islands, Port Stanley. Wireless Ridge was one of seven
strategic hills within five miles of Stanley that had to be taken in order
for the Island's capital to be approached. The attack was successful,
® and the entire Argentine force on the Islands surrendered later that
day. The British force consisted of 2nd Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment (2 Para), a troop of the Blues & Royals, with two FV101
Scorpion and two FV107 Scimitar light tanks, as well as artillery
support from two batteries of 29 Commando Regiment Royal Artillery
and naval gunfire support provided by HMS Ambuscade's 4.5-in gun. The Argentine force consisted of the 7th Infantry
Regiment as well as detachments from other units. The first Argentine unit to arrive in the sector was that commanded by
Major José Rodolfo Banetta that took up residence inside the Moody Brook Barracks, but this unit had to evacuate the area
on 11 June when British fire struck the building, killing three conscripts and wounding the Argentine major. At first, the 7th
Regiment on Wireless Ridge was relatively comfortable, shooting sheep and roasting them on old bed frames the soldiers
had found nearby. Private Guillermo Vélez maintains that he personally shot and killed 50 sheep during his time on Wireless
Ridge. : - ‘ . :
Background; After heavy losses %tr':t Bﬁ;ﬁlmm | é‘rr;eti;gdo, g'drf” 6§ lom
during the Battle of Goose Green, R°"du, urrell w771
o ‘

including their commander,

H 1 1
Lieutenant Colonel 'H' Jones, Port William

command of 2 Para passed to 12 Parsof A nd C oy 7gmt 2 *~® e
Lieutenant-Colonel David -g el - =
Chaundler, who was in England at F i Q, Acunits
the time of the battle. Chaundler . B ACoyS Rame ’
) M M Coy 5th Mariges S

flew to Ascension Island on a & ‘(
Vickers VC10 and then to the e
Falklands on a C-130 Hercules that Roadto falsh Guards
was dropping supplies by o=

arachute. Chaundler jumped into Mt. Mt. \ Sapper aks indicate the directi
P Jump Challenger Tumbled own) Hill el

the sea, where he was picked up by
helicopter and eventually delivered to HMS Hermes for a briefing with Admiral Sandy Woodward and then to Major General
Jeremy Moore's headquarters. Four days after Goose Green, Chaundler joined 2 Para. After debriefing the battalion's officers
about Goose Green and the events following, he vowed that the unit would never again go into action without fire support.
From Fitzroy, 2 Para were moved by helicopter to Bluff Cove Peak where they were held in reserve. The first line of hills: Two
Sisters, Mount Longdon and Mount Harriet, were taken. Three other hills were then slated to be captured: Mount
Tumbledown by the Scots Guards, Mount William by the Gurkhas and Wireless Ridge by 2 Para. The final phase of 3
Commando Brigade's campaign, the battle for Stanley, would follow the capture of these hills. On the morning of 13 June, it
became clear that the attacks on Tumbledown had been successful, so 2 Para marched around the back of Mount Longdon
to take up their positions for the assault on Wireless Ridge. As the action was expected to be concluded quickly, they took
only their weapons and as much ammunition as possible, leaving most other gear behind in the camp. On Bluff Cove Peak,
the Battalion's mortars and heavy machine guns were attacked by Argentine A-4 Skyhawks, which delayed their planned
move forward, although they suffered no casualties.

Initial assault; In the closing hours of 13 June, D Company (Coy) began the attack sequence, advancing upon 'Rough
Diamond' hill north-west of Mount Longdon. It had been hit by an intense barrage from British guns, from land and sea.

In the softening-up bombardment, British artillery had fired 6,000 rounds with their 105 mm pieces, and as the British
paratroopers began their push, they were further backed by naval fire and the 76 and 30 mm guns mounted on the light
tanks. The approximately 80 casualties sustained by 2 Para two weeks earlier at the Battle of Goose Green (including the loss
of their commanding officer), had induced them not to take any unnecessary chances the second time around. The
Argentine commanding officer, Lt.Col. Omar Giménez, says that three or four times he was nearly killed by a direct hit during
the softening-up bombardment. When D Coy reached the hill, they found that the Argentine compafiia C of the 7th Infantry
Regiment had withdrawn due to the heavy bombardment. As Major Philip Neame's D Coy started to consolidate their
position, the Argentine 7th Regiment launched a series of heavy recoilless rifle, rocket and mortar attacks on Mount
Longdon, causing casualties to the 3rd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment (3 Para). With this massive fire support, A and B
Coys were convinced the enemy on the 'Apple Pie' feature had been defeated, and began to advance confidently, but they
met fierce resistance when they left their trenches. They came under heavy machine-gun fire; massive retaliation was
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initiated by the British machine-gunners and the guns of the Blues and
Royals light tanks. One Mount Longdon survivor from 3 Para recalled the
British attack which was initially repulsed by the Argentines: They tried
going over the top first, but the incoming fire was too heavy so they went
back behind the peat and waited for more artillery to soften them up. The
o Argentine defenders there eventually withdrew in the face of such
y. ' “withering fire, and A and B Coys took their objective. By this stage of the
' battle, there were not many experienced Argentine officers left; the
- _: Forward Artillery Observation Officer (Major Guillermo Nani), the
' % - Operations Officer (Captain Carlos Ferreyra) and the compafiia A and C
e - commanders (Captains Jorge Calvo and Hugo Garcia) and at least three

; senior platoon commanders (First Lieutenants Antonio Estrada, Jorge
Guidobono and Ramon Galindez-Matienzo) were wounded. C Coy then moved down from their northern start line to ad-
vance to a position east of Wireless Ridge where they found a platoon position was unoccupied. By about 4.30am, Lieutenant
-Colonel Gimenez knew that the 7th Infantry Regiment had been decisively defeated; Communications are lost, my whole
regiment is finished, but other attached units continued to fight.
SAS diversionary raid; The Special Air Service, along with men from the Special Boat Squadron, attempted to carry out a
diversionary raid immediately north of Port Stanley on the night of 13-14 June. The plan was, as 2 PARA attacked the north-
ern half of Wireless Ridge, 30 SAS and SBS commandos aboard 4 Rigid Raiders would speed across the Murrell River entrance
and attack the oil storage facilities on Cortley Ridge. However, before it could reach its objective, the assault force was illumi-
nated by a spotlight on the Argentine Almirante Irizar hospital ship (preparing to collect Major José Ricardo Spadaro's 601
National Gendarmerie Special Forces Squadron on Navy Point for a major insertion behind 2 PARA). A massive amount of
fire, including 30mm anti-aircraft guns arched down onto the SAS/SBS force from positions along the northern shore, caused
the British raiders to withdraw. Three British commandos were wounded and all the Rigid Raiders involved were damaged
beyond repair.
Final assault; Led by Captain Rodrigo Alejandro Soloaga, two platoons (under Lieutenant Luis Bertolini and Second
Lieutenant Diego Harrington) from the Argentine 10th Armoured Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (which normally operat-
ed the Panhard AML) arrived on foot as reinforcements and took over the abandoned positions of the 7th Regiment
Reconnaissance Platoon (under Lieutenant Francisco Ramon Galindez-Matienzo) in the western rocks of Wireless Ridge.
Maj. Philip Neame's D Coy (2 Para) then began the final assault from the western end of Wireless Ridge, under the cover of
fire from HMS Ambuscade's 4.5 inch gun, four light tanks, twelve 105 mm artillery pieces, several mortars and anti-tank
rockets. As the Argentine 7th Infantry absorbed the attack, Soloaga's patrol engaged British forces on "Apple Pie", including
the tanks, a Milan platoon and a machine gun platoon. Over the course of two hours the 10th Squadron suffered five dead
and about 50 wounded. D Coy took the first half of their objective after a hard fight with a platoon of Argentine
paratroopers, led by 2nd Lt Gustavo Alberto Aimar of the 2nd Airborne Infantry Regiment. While Neame's company was able
to overrun the Argentine paratroopers, wounding Aimara and several of his men, the British suffered two killed (Privates
David Parr and Francis Slough) in the process. Neame's men then came under fierce attack from Maj. Guillermo Berazay's
Compafiia A, 3rd Regiment which had tried to move forward to Mt Longdon during the fighting two nights earlier but had
only reached Moody Brook valley. With Lt José Luis Dobroevic's 81mm Mortar Platoon providing fire support, the company,
in the form of the platoons of Subteniente (Sub-Lieutenant) Carlos Javier Aristegui and 2nd Lt Victor Rodriguez-Pérez
advanced to contact. Private Patricio Pérez from Aristegui's platoon, recalled the unnerving experience of 66 mm rockets
coming straight at them like undulating fireballs. He believed he shot a British paratrooper, possibly 12 Platoon's
commander, and became enraged when he heard that his friend, Horacio Benitez from his platoon, had been shot.
According to Private Horacio Benitez from Aristegui's platoon:
The first of them to be hit was Private Eduardo Rinaldi, hit in the knee. Then Lieutenant Carlos Aristegui was hit in the neck,
the bullet hitting his rosary beads. While that was happening, we moved up. There was a machine-gun position which | got
behind; | was only a few metres away from them but | was able to climb up under the fire because of the slope of the
ground. Sergeant Juan Vallejos told me to open fire with my FAP [Fusil Automdtico Pesado, or heavy automatic rifle]. | fired a
magazine of twenty rounds; when | was replacing the magazine, it seemed to me that the British were laughing. | opened fire
again. Then the British rushed at us. | fired another magazine and then got into some cover. They started throwing grenades
at us. Next to me was another boy called Jorge
Aumassanne. A grenade fell near him, and the
force of the explosion blew him up into the
air. He was badly hurt; he had six lumps of
metal in his back. He walked across to me —
he didn't know what he was doing — and told
me he was going back. He gave his rifle to one 1
B man, his ammunition to
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another and off he went. Then another grenade came, a phosphorus one, and his clothes were on fire. We told him to get
away because he was like a torch. He started to roll over the ground and tear his clothes off. | don't know how he saved
himself. We did crazy things — we were so desperate. One of our men, Private Ricardo Barrios, was also in the rocks not far
from the British and was firing anti-tank grenades at them with his rifle. Perhaps the British thought there were many more
of us but we were only a few. On our side, we thought it was only a patrol in front of us. but it was the whole of that
Parachute Battalion, and we didn't know it. We had no communications with our headquarters. We were isolated. | was
trying to get some ammunition from a dead man. | got a handful but, when | had filled my magazine and loading my weapon,
| looked up and the British were right in front of me; one was pointing his rifle at me and he opened fire. The bullet hit the
side of my helmet, entered and ripped my ear and lodged at the back of my head. That finished me off. The platoon of 2nd Lt
Rodriguez-Pérez delivered a frontal assault and in fact closed
in with the British 12 Platoon, under the command of Lt
Jonathan Page (following the death of Lt Barry at Goose
Green). The fight surged back and forth. Lt Page managed to
hold the line, but only just. Commenting later on the action,

Furze Bush Pass 0 142 1 mile
. I

contours in feet M

13thtM4th June ‘I;
1852 W 5 .

retired Major-General John Frost (who in 1944 as a lieutenant B 5| ) © CoyT 100
. ! |
-colonel had commanded 2 Para during the Battle of Arnhem) | 4 o caon e
describes the attack on 12 Platoon: "For two very long hours 500 3 Para 150
. . 4
the company remained under pressure. Small-arms fire 250 _
. . . . . 300-'Blueheny Pie'
mingled with all types of HE [high explosive rifle-grenades] 300 e
fell in and around 12 Platoon's position as the men crouched f[tn™ -~ - =180 ==~ 777" Moody Brook
hurrell —— ~ . B _Barracks

in the abandoned enemy sangars [a type of fortification] and  |Eridge Maady Brogk - Starley Harbour

_—
-—

in shell holes." According to Neame: "Then from the east we - - ey
got this cognterattack. Jon Page, Whose platoon | had left up Tumbledwn Min sy 400

that end did a really bloody good job. He managed to get (2nd Scots abjective)

hold of our artillery by flicking his radio onto their net, as we were still without our FOO. That broke up their attack." Private
Graham Carter from D Coy confirms that several men in Aristegui's platoon had managed to sneak into the rocks through
which 12 Platoon had come earlier: "We were out in the open on limb, and it looked like 10 and 11 Platoons were shooting
at us. We asked the OC [Neame] to come over and check our position. He bimbled across seeming oblivious to tracer all
around him, then wandered back. We thought, 'silly bugger'. Then our platoon commander [Lt Jonathan Page] stood up,
shouted to everyone to keep down and was knocked over himself, hit in the leg. He was screaming and shouting, but when
the medic stripped him off there was no wound, just massive bruising where the round had hit his ammunition pouch."
Neame's officers and NCOs rallied the men to capture the final part of their objective and in the face of heavy fire, the
Argentines having run out of ammunition, broke and retreated, covered by supporting machine gun fire, controlled by

Lt Horacio Alejandro Mones-Ruiz of Berazay's compafiia. Privates Esteban Tries and José Cerezuela of Rodriguez-Pérez's
platoon, volunteered to stay behind and rescue their wounded platoon sergeant, Manuel Villegas, laboriously carrying him to
Port Stanley. Private Michael Savage and other survivors from Compafiia C were the first 7th Regiment troops to reach the
relative safety of Port Stanley, only to be greeted with shock and disdain, he recalls, by immaculately dressed staff officers:
"They had been sleeping in houses, in warm beds. They had shiny shoes, pristine ironed uniforms and waxed moustaches.
They even had heating in their cars. | was so furious with them." The battle was not yet over. Lt-Col. Eugenio Dalton, an
Argentine 10th Brigade staff officer, during the pre-dawn darkness of 14 June, was seen driving around in a jeep, marshalling
tired, panicky and dazed soldiers from various units into a company and leading them into Stanley's western sector,

under heavy fire. Some 200 survivors from Wireless Ridge had been rallied by Dalton to form, under heavy gunfire, a
last-ditch defensive line in front of the now silenced guns of the 4th Airborne Artillery Group near the racecourse. Near the
church in Stanley, intent on helping Berazay, Maj. Carrizo-Salvadores, Second-in-command of the 7th Regiment, helped by
the chaplain Father José Fernandez, mustered about 50 Wireless Ridge survivors and led them on a bayonet charge, with the
soldiers chanting their famous 'Malvinas March', but were stopped by heavy artillery and machine-gun fire. The Paras were
momentarily alarmed and watched surprised, with Neame describing it as "quite a sporting effort, but one without a sporting
chance". Neame later gave more details: "Then as daylight began we got another
counter-attack, this time from the Moody Brook side onto Sean Webster's platoon. |
thought 'bloody hell, what's going on around here?' | wondered what we had got into
and thought that this was most unlike the Argentinians. For a while they were quite
persistent." 2 Para had suffered three dead and 11 wounded. Its mortar platoon also s
reported four mortarmen with broken ankles after having fired supercharge rounds for & %
extra range, in order to repel the Argentine counterattack force that had attacked from ﬁ‘
Moody Brook. The Argentines suffered approximately 25 dead and about 125 k
wounded, about 50 were taken prisoner. In the final stages of the battle,
Brigadier-General Jofre had been offered the use of Skyhawks to bomb Wireless Ridge
with napalm but declined in the belief that the British response would be
commensurate.
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Aftermath; Along with other key battles in the latter part of British activity under Operation Corporate, such as the Battle of
Mount Tumbledown, the success at Wireless Ridge constituted one of the last major battles of the war before the
subsequent surrender of Argentina. In the wake of the battle, British forces witnessed the Argentine soldiers pull back
toward Stanley, before continuing to turn firepower onto them as they retreated, with one officer remarking "It was a most
pathetic sight, and one which | never wish to see again." Not wanting to replicate the heavy losses of Goose Green, the
British had focussed a heavy artillery bombardment onto the opposing troops before undertaking the main assault, an action
that would strongly affect the morale of the Argentine soldiers. The barrage lowered their will to fight significantly, spreading
a sense of hopelessness through the forces as they retreated. With the opposing forces in retreat, and the successful capture
of several key positions, including Wireless Ridge and Mount Tumbledown, the British obtained permission to advance on
Stanley, with 2 Para leading the first troops into the town since Argentinian forces had first occupied the territory at the
beginning of the war in April 1982. After its recapture, the Argentine surrender came into effect from 14 June. For the
bravery shown at Wireless Ridge, 2 Para was awarded three Military Crosses, one Military Medal and one Distinguished
Conduct Medal. 29 Commando was awarded one Military Cross.

A ——F= &= "k Lanchester 6x4 armoured car was a British armoured car with a 6x4
/ i drivetrain produced in limited numbers in the late 1920s and early 1930s. A

heavier, more rugged development of the earlier Lanchester 4x2 armoured car, it

remained in service with Territorial and colonial units until the early 1940s and

saw action in the Battle of Malaya.

Production history and description; In 1927, the Lanchester Motor Company was

awarded a contract for a six-wheeled armoured car. By March 1928 two

= prototypes, D1E1 and D1E2 (the latter equipped with rear doors for a swift exit)

? were built with different armament and turret shapes, D1E2 also having an

additional rear driving position. Following the trials it was realised the existing
chassis was insufficiently strong or rigid for such a heavy vehicle
driven cross-country. In July 1928 Twenty-two Mk1 production
vehicles with an improved chassis and other detail changes were
ordered, eighteen with one .5 and one .303 (7.7 mm) Vickers
machine guns dual-mounted in the turret and one in the hull position

1

Mass 7t

Length 6.10 m (20 ft 0 in)

Rl 2l (G i) to the left of the driver, and four 'A' command variants in which
Height 2.82m (9 ft 3 in) communlca‘nons'g.ear replaced the huII—mgunted .303 Vickers and
the gunner's position was occupied by a wireless operator. In both
Crew 4 versions the turret featured an independently rotating cupola. In
October 1929 eight more vehicles were ordered: three Mkll and
Armour 9 mm . . . .
three MIIA command variants, and two more instructional vehicles,
Main 0.50 inch (12.7mm) Vickers machine | D1E3 and D1E4. The developed Lanchester, while having a 6x4 drive
armament gun train (six wheels, four driven) was fitted with an armoured body
2 5 0303 inch (1.7 Viek similar in shape to that of the Rolls-Royce Armoured Car rather than
gffﬁ'rﬂiz x0.303 inch (7.7 mm) Vickers the sloped engine compartment of the earlier model which could
machine gun deflect glancing shots into the car. In both marks and all versions the
. Lanchester 6-cyl. petrol engine Lanchesters featured the same basic functional arrangement: a
Engine 90 hp (67 kW) ) L )
frontal engine compartment; a main fighting compartment mounting
Power/weight 12.9 hp/ton a fully traversing turret; and rear equipment stowage; a two-man
) ol e turret mounting one .5 inch (12.7 mm) and one .303 inch (7.7 mm)
Suspension ’ pring Vickers machine guns co-axially; and fitted with a cupola that could
Ovperational be independently rotated, greatly aiding observation while hatches
P 320 km (200 mi)
range were closed. Lanchesters had good cross-country performance
Maximum speed 72 km/h (45 mph)

(particularly in the new 6X4 form), they were
considered reliable and easy to maintain but proved
too big, too top-heavy and too slow for the

reconnaissance missions for which they were originally
conceived. When alternative reconnaissance vehicles
became available, notably the Morris Light Reconnais-
sance Car (MLR), Lanchesters were assigned to the
colonial policing role, one in which they served until the §
outbreak of World War Two.
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Deployment history; In January 1929 the first Lanchesters (and Rolls-Royce armoured cars transferred from Navy and Air
force stocks) were received by the 11th Hussars regiment as part of its mechanization from horse-mounted cavalry. Because
of slow rate of delivery, it took until 1934 to fully equip the unit. In November the regiment was relocated to Egypt to relieve
the 12th Royal Lancers, which returned to Britain and took over the cars. In January—February 1935 a provisional D squadron
of the 12th Lancers with eight armoured cars served as a peacekeeping force in the Saar region. On 31 December B and C
squadrons were sent again to Egypt with 29 armoured cars as a response to the Italian invasion of Abyssinia and
strengthening garrisons in Libya. They were used in patrolling the western frontier. By the end of 1936 the squadrons were
returned to Britain, where the regiment was re-equipped with Morris Light Reconnaissance Cars. By 1939, most Lanchesters
(13 Mk I; 1 Mk 1A; 5 Mk II; and 3 Mk lIA) were sent to the Far East and assigned to the Selangor and Perak battalions of
Federated Malay States Volunteer Force, the Singapore Volunteer Corps, Straits Settlements Volunteer Force and the 2nd
battalion of Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders in Malay, some of which took part in the Malayan Campaign (December
1941 - 15 February 1942) against Japan. 10 Lanchesters were given to the Territorial Army (23rd London Armoured Car
Company and 1st Derbysh|re Yeomanry) and in 1940 one was converted to provide protected transportation for use by

' i {1 lCablnet ministers and other \ & :
| VIPs. In 1941 two were given

4 S ato the 1st Belgian armoured
. car squadron.

» Left & Right;

i Landchester Armoured
Y Cars, during the
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Something from your Collection with each newsletter we would like to feature something special from a mem-

bers collection, it doesn’t have to be valuable or rare, just something you don’t see every day. Members who would like to have an

item featured can contact Brett M. or Graham R. If you can supply a digital photo and a short spiel it would be good if not, bring it
along to a meeting and we will photograph it there and take notes.

Here we have two .303 Ammo box’s from a
member’s collection.

The top wooden box’s is a 700 rounds .303 Ball
=* MK7 MF made early in 1958,. Then for some
__| reason repack by MF in 1966, when the Vietnam
war was happening.

"52 - Blow is a larger tin box’s, 1152 rounds Ball .303
' .« MK 7. Which was then divided into 4 smaller
’N ﬂBXSEAs B%’E‘os & *‘ wooden boxes Ammo. This lot of .303 was made
ey

may 1971 at SA,
LBS 10o
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Mr. Gary Angus Cooper : LOOKING TO BUY

18.03.1937 — 27.07.2023 . Several items namely:
Aged 86 years. (A). .577/450 Martini Henry rifle Yataghan Bayonet
3 d Scabbard in very good order.
It is with great sadness we heard of the passing of one of our  § an o /
members Gary Cooper. Gary was a long time member Guild and (B). .577/450 Martini Henry rifle Cutlass Bayonet
an avid collector. 4 and Scabbard in very good order.
On behalf of all members we pass on our deepest sympathies to o (C). .577/450 Martini Henry rifle Elcho Bayonet

Gary family. and Scabbard in very good order.

Rest in Peace! If you can help with any or all of these Bayonets contact

. John H. on 03 58213192 or email jobah450.577@bigpond.com
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Rifle 7.62mm 2A/2A1 (also known as the Ishapore 2A/2A1) is a 7.62x51mm NATO calibre
bolt-action rifle adopted as a reserve arm by the Indian Armed Forces in 1963. The rifle is a variant of the
Lee-Enfield rifle. The design of the rifle — initially the Rifle 7.62mm 2A - began at the Rifle Factory
Ishapore of the Ordnance Factories Board in India, soon after the Sino-Indian War of 1962.The Ishapore
2A/2A1 has the distinction of being the last bolt-action rifle designed to be used by a regular military force
other than specialized sniper rifles. While it is no longer in service with the Indian military, the rifle is still
used by the Indian police.
Development; Production of the 2A/2A1 started in 1962 after the SMLE Mk llls* was phased out of
service with the Indian military. The Indian-made SMLE Mk llls are known as the Type 56, made between
1956 and 1965 although any rifles made in the latter are rare due to the transition to the 2A. Externally,
the Ishapore 2A/2A1 rifle is based upon (and is almost identical to) the .303 British calibre SMLE Mk II1*
rifle, with the exception of the distinctive "square" (10 or 12 round) magazine and the use of the buttplate
from the 1A (Indian version of the FN FAL) rifle. The 2A was designed to allow the British Pattern 1907
(P'07) sword bayonet used on the SMLE MKkl to be attached. Other difference included the use of im-
proved steel (to handle the increased pressures of the 7.62mm NATO round),
AEES o/ LG9 TN and a redesigned extractor to cope with the rimless round. The original (2A)

Lengt,h 44‘§ in 1(1130 n:;) design incorporated the Lee—Enfield rear sight which has graduations out to
Cal‘-tl'ldge 7.62x5 Lt NATO 2000 yards. The re-designated "Rifle 7.62mm 2A1" incorporated a more
AT Bolgactoniisss realistic 800 meter rear sight in 1965. The stock is recycled from the No. 1
Rate of fire 20-30 rounds/minute Mk. Il armory stock, with the addition of a cross screw forward of the
M“ZZIF Velof‘ty 792 m/s (2,600 ft/s) magazine well. Some stocks were salvaged from existing surplus and show
Effective firing range 800 m (875 yd) artificer repairs where rotted or damaged wood has been replaced. This repair
Maximum firing range 2,000 m (2,187 yd) is especially evident with the recoil draws (the area the receiver contacts

10- or 12-round magazine, loaded when recoiling after the shot) that often failed over time due to the rifle being
Feed system - .

with S5-round charger clips rack-stored
Si Sliding ramp rear sights, fixed-post butt down / Below is SMLE Mk llis* top and below is Ishapore 2A

ights f, 2
ront sights muzzle up, T SR A2

which allowed

. . N = e,
oils and grease to migrate downwards into this critical area. The weapon was produced at . = ‘
a rate between 22,000 and 115,000 rifles annually, averaging 70,000 a year. Around ' s T’W
250,000 rifles were made in total before production ended in 1974. : : ®

In service 186.1'188? _ Pattern 1861 Enfield musketoon was a short-barrel version (610 mm or 24
Used by Ednlsttez:it:g:l(l:gg?fl:&ell{::g inches) of the Pattern 1853 Enfield rifled musket, having a faster rifling twist rate (1:48

States, Empire of Japan Versus 1:78), along with more rifling grooves (five grooves versus the Pattern 1853's
American Civil War,  three grooves), which made it more accurate than the original rifle. The shorter rifle

Wars

Boshin War was therefore easier to carry and reload. In the British Army, the Pattern 1861 was
Manufacturer Royal Small Arms Fac- issued to artillery units, who required a weapon for personal defense and which could

tory be more easily wielded from horseback. They were also imported by the Confederacy
Produced 1861-1864 during the American Civil War and issued to artillery and cavalry units. However, the
Barrel length 24 in. longer Pattern 1853 was more suitable for infantry units which fought in line formation
Cartridge .577 ball of several ranks deep, in order to minimize the risk that the men in the rear ranks
Caliber 577 would accidentally shoot the men in the front ranks in the back of the head, or scorch
Action Percussion lock their faces and burst their eardrums with the muzzle blast.
Feed system Muzzle-loaded It was much liked for its maneuverability, and being designed for use with Minié ball

bullets they could have a killing range of up to 500 yards.
This weapon is often referred to as a musketoon but due to it having a rifled barrel is more
accurately a short rifle. This mistake is prevalent in the popular literature probably due to the
misnomer being applied to a Parker Hale reproduction.

Left is a drawing showing a paper cartridge for the Enfield Pattern 53, 61 etc.
Below we have a Pattern 61 with bayonet.
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